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r  1 1HE  latest  appeal  for  unity  made  by  the 
Communist  Party  Executive  Committee 
in  August  will  greatly  strengthen  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  people’s  movement 
against  the  Tory  policy  of  saving  capitalism 
through  war. 

It  has  aroused  the  interest  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Labour  Movement  and  the 
alarm  of  the  Tories  and  Labour  leaders 
who  are  increasing  their  efforts  to  keep  the 

Why  is  the  appeal 

*  j  'HIS  question  is  answered  in  the  state- 
-*•  ment’s  opening  paragraphs;  and  is 
elaborated  throughout  the  call  and  in  three 
articles  which  appeared  in  the  Daily 
Worker  in  August.  (Note  : — They  are 
reissued  as  a  3d.  pamphlet  entitled  “  Wel¬ 
fare  State  or  Warfare  State  ”). 

“  Britain  is  being  dragged  into  a  new 
world  war  by  America  unless  the  British 
people  act  to  stop  it,”  says  the  call. 

“  At  this  critical  hour  the  Communist 
Party  appeals  to  the  entire  Labour  move¬ 
ment  and  all  democratic  peace-loving 
people  for  a  great  new  struggle  to  save 
peace. 

“  In  this  struggle  working  class  unity 
is  the  supreme  need — unity  to  defend 


progressive  forces  divided. 

Ever  since  its  formation  on  July  31st, 
1920,  the  Communist  Party  has  fought 
consistently  to  get  united  action  on  issues 
of  vital  concern  to  the  people. 

An  examination  of  the  last  thirty  years 
shows  that  working  class  victories  have 
been  won  out  of  unity,  defeats  inflicted 
when  the  Tory  forces  of  disruption  have 
been  on  top. 

issued  at  this  time  ? 

peace,  our  national  independence  and 
living  conditions.” 

It  points  out  that  “  war  preparations 
threaten  every  social  gain  won  by  the 
working  class  since  1945.  Even  before  the 
rearmament  drive  they  were  being  whittled 
down,  now  they  will  be  attacked  further.” 

Pointing  out  that  the  Communist  Party 
stands  united  with  the  working  class  in  the 
fight  to  prevent  a  Tory  victory,  it  shows 
that  united  the  forces  standing  for  peace 
are  stronger  than  those  for  war. 

The  Executive  Committee  then  calls  on 
its  members  “  and  every  worker  in  the 
Labour,  Trade  Union  and  Co-operative 
movement  to  work  for  united  action  to 
meet  the  crisis  now  before  us.” 


What  are  the  conditions  for  unity  ? 


F  JNITY  is  not  an  abstract  ideal  which 
^  can  be  realised  without  reference  to  the 
conditions  existing  at  any  given  time. 

The  fight  for  united  action  has  always 
taken  place  around  some  particular  issue 
arising  from  the  fight  of  the  people  around 


their  living  conditions  and  to  advance 
their  political  claims  and  aims. 

In  its  early  stages,  it  was  the  struggle  to 
unite  the  trade  clubs  into  trade  unions  and 
to  link  these  unions  into  the  Trades  Union 
Congress. 


At  another  focal  point,  it  became  a 
struggle  to  unite  the  trade  unions  with  the 
Socialist  organisations  into  a  unified 
political  body  which  would  be  separate 
from  the  Liberal  and  Conservative  Parties. 

Always  it  was  the  united  actions  of  the 
rank  and  file  which  forced  the  movement 
another  step  along  the  long  road  to 
socialism. 

Conscious  socialists  were  the  leaders  of 
these  battles  which  they  had  to  win  against 
the  opposition  of  the  Tory  minded  Labour 
leaders  of  their  day. 

It  was  they  who  eventually  succeeded 
in  getting  the  Plymouth  Trades  Union 


Congress  of  1899  to  adopt  a  resolution  for 
the  formation  of  a  political  organisation 
which  would  embrace  all  working  class 
organisations,  the  trade  unions  and  the 
socialist  societies. 

That  was  the  character  of  the  Labour 
Party  from  its  inception  as  the  Labour 
Representation  Committee  in  1900  until 
1920  when  there  was  a  change. 

Until  that  year,  all  trade  unions  and 
socialist  organisations  which  accepted  its 
rules  and  constitutions,  were  accepted, 
including  those  which  proclaimed  them¬ 
selves  as  revolutionary  in  policy  and 
Marxist. 


How  did  the  Communist  Party  fight  for  unity 
after  its  formation  ? 


I)Y  fusing  the  British  Socialist  Party  and 
"*^other  smaller  groups  into  a  united 
Marxist  Party,  the  formation  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  resulted  in  the  ending  of  the 
divisions  among  the  most  politically  ad¬ 
vanced  section  of  the  movement.  It  was 
thus  a  step  towards  unity. 

It  immediately  applied  for  affiliation  to 
the  Labour  Party,  only  to  be  refused  by 
the  Executive  Committee  in  August  1920, 
which  thus  broke  away  from  the  original 
basis  of  the  party,  and  broke  the  unity  of 
the  Labour  Movement. 

When  the  Executive’s  action  came 
before  the  Brighton  conference  in  1921, 
they  won  the  day  with  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty. 

In  1922,  at  the  Edinburgh  conference, 
Ramsay  MacDonald  and  Frank  Hodges 
(who  two  years  later  crossed  over  to  become 
a  director  of  companies  formed  by  the 
Bank  of  England)  led  the  opposition  to 
another  motion  for  Communist  affiliation. 

Again  in  1923  and  1924,  Mr.  Hodges  led 
the  opposition  to  renewed  applications, 
and  in  the  latter  year,  he  was  supported  by 
George  Spencer,  who  two  years  later 
founded  the  “  non-political  ”  union  in  the 
Nottingham  coalfield. 

To  the  applause  of  the  capitalists  and 


their  press,  these  men  got  the  motion 
defeated  in  1924  and  a  new  ban  imposed 
which  prevented  Communists  being  chosen 
as  Parliamentary  candidates. 

Another  motion  to  ban  individual  Com¬ 
munists  from  being  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  was  also  carried  by  a  small  majority 
of  1,804,000  votes  to  1,540,000  votes. 

But,  Communist  devotion  and  sacrifice 
in  the  stormy  years  which  followed  the 
first  world  war  had  won  the  admiration  of 
the  rank  and  file.  Many  local  labour 
parties  refused  to  obey  the  dictates  of  the 
party  bosses. 

Dominated,  as  it  was  by  MacDonald 
and  Ernest  Bevin,  the  Labour  Party 
Executive  at  three  successive  conferences 
(Liverpool  1925;  Margate  1926  ;  Black¬ 
pool  1927)  got  those  local  labour  parties 
which  refused  to  split  the  movement, 
expelled. 

They  also  got  a  rule  adopted  to  stop  any 
question  which  had  been  decided  being 
brought  up  for  discussion  until  three  years 
had  passed  in  order  to  block  affiliation  and 
in  1946  altered  the  rules  again  to  make  it 
impossible  to  consider  this  question  again. 
Trade  Unions  were  also  debarred  from 
sending  Communists  as  delegates  to 
Labour  Party  Conferences. 


Was  the  fight  confined  to  Conference  Halls  ? 


TriE  fight  for  unity  was  no  formal 
matter  confined  to  conference  halls.  In 
1921,  the  employers  offensive  opened  in 
the  depths  of  an  economic  crisis  and  mass 
unemployment.  A  call  for  united  action 
of  all  who  had  the  will  to  struggle  against 


this  attack,  no  matter  to  what  party  they 
belonged,  was  made. 

Later  in  1923,  when  the  attack  de¬ 
veloped,  another  call  came  in  the  form  of 
an  Open  Letter  to  the  Labour  Party,  the 
Independent  Labour  Party,  the  T.U.C. 


LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ALBERTA 


General  Council,  the  Trade  Unions  and 
all  Socialist  Groups. 

Against  the  employers,  attack  on  wages 
and  proposals  to  lengthen  working  hours 
“the  workers’  attempts  at  resistance  have 
been  disorganised  and  ineffective  ”  it  said 
“  A  United  stand  by  the  working  class 
together  against  the  capitalist  attack  is  the 
first  need  of  the  workers  today” 

It  then  proposed  united  resistance  to 
wage  cuts,  extension  of  hours,  against  the 
rising  cost  of  living  and  work  or  full  main¬ 
tenance  for  the  unemployed 

These  calls,  rejected  by  the  labour 
leaders,  found  a  response  among  the  rank 
and  file  who  showed  their  rising  will  to 
fight  through  numerous  local  strikes  and 
by  voting  in  greater  numbers  for  Labour 
candidates  in  1923. 

When  the  miners  were  attacked  in  1925' 


the  campaigns  of  the  Communists  and 
labour  militants  had  their  effect,  and  on 
Red  Friday,  July  31st,  1925,  when  the 
miners  were  to  be  locked  out,  a  victory 
was  scored. 

The  united  stand  of  the  railwaymen’s 
and  transport  workers’  unions  who  had 
declared  they  would  refuse  to  move  coal, 
won  the  day. 

Fired  by  this  victory  and  the  revelation 
of  their  enormous  strength  when  united, 
the  workers  pushed  the  leaders,  against 
their  will,  into  the  General  Strike  of  May 
1926.  Not  a  wheel  turned,  and  nothing 
moved,  throughout  the  country  without 
the  permission  of  the  strike  committees 
and  councils  of  action. 

Scared  by  this  unity,  the  labour  leaders 
betrayed  the  strike,  the  miners  were  left 
to  fight  alone  for  seven  months . 


What  was  the  next  stage  ? 


HPHE  effects  of  the  world  economic  crisis 
began  to  be  fully  felt  in  1930  when 
unemployment  leapt  up.  The  Communists 
helped  organise  the  unemployed  in  the 
National  Unemployed  Workers  Move¬ 
ment. 

By  April  of  that  year,  the  Labour 
Government,  with  Ramsay  MacDonald 
and  j.  H.  Thomas,  among  its  leading 
figures,  had  cut  550,000  off  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefit.  They  proposed  cuts  in 
social  services  and  “  the  dole  ”  in  1931 
after  seeking  an  American  loan. 

A  Hunger  March  was  organised  in  the 
summer  of  1930  from  Scotland  and  Wales 
to  London  to  see  the  Government. 


Under  the  leadership  of  the  N.U.W.M. 
and  its  leader  Wal  Hannington  other 
nation  wide  marches  and  demonstrations 
were  organised  to  fight  for  “  Work  or  Full 
Maintenance,”  and  later  against  the  hated 
“  Means  Test,”  against  the  opposition  of 
the  Labour  Leaders. 

Again  a  unity  appeal  was  launched 
which  took  the  form  of  the  Charter  Cam¬ 
paign  of  1931.  It  took  up  the  unemployed 
demands  for  higher  benefit  and  the  ending 
of  task  work,  the  fight  against  the  speed 
up  in  industry  and  other  issues.  It  also 
called  for  the  repeal  of  the  Trades  Dis¬ 
putes  Act. 


What  was  done  to  fight  Fascism  ? 


rTHE  advent  of  German  Fascism  in  1933 
gave  an  impetus  to  the  people’s  desire 
for  unity.  Communists  were  to  the  fore 
in  rousing  the  country  to  the  danger  of 
Hitler  and  the  Nazis. 

Another  appeal  was  made  to  the  Labour 
Party,  Co-operative  Party  and  Indepen¬ 
dent  Labour  Party  Executives  and  to  the 
T.U.C.  General  Council. 

Among  other  points  it  suggested  joint 
action  to  support  the  German  and  Austrian 
working  class  fight  against  Fascism,  and 
action  against  wage  cuts,  dismissals  through 
rationalisation  schemes  and  ending  the 
Means  Test. 

All  except  the  I.L.P.  leaders,  who  were 


forced  to  respond  through  the  pressure  of 
the  rank  and  file  rejected  this  appeal. 

The  proposals  were  taken  up  in  union 
conferences  and  in  some  cases  were  adop¬ 
ted.  The  National  Union  of  Distributive 
and  Allied  Workers  adopted  a  resolution 
which  told  its  E.C. 

“To  take  every  step  that  will  assist  in 
building  a  strong  United  Front  of  all 
working  class  organisations  against  the 
drive  to  Fascism  and  War  of  the  British 
Government.” 

By  February  1935,  a  tremendous  storm 
of  mass  demonstrations  swept  the  country 
against  cuts  in  unemployed  pay. 


To  help  forward  the  movement  for 
unity,  the  Communist  Party  withdrew 
every  one  of  its  candidates  at  the  1935 
General  Election  except  Harry  Pollitt  and 
Bill  Gallacher,  who  was  elected  M.P. 

Actively  building  unity  against  the 
Fascist  menace  at  home  and  the  Mosley 
Blackshirts,  the  people  were  roused  to 
innumerable  local  actions.  High  point 
was  reached  on  October  4th,  1936,  when 
one  of  the  biggest  united  demon¬ 
strations  of  recent  years  was  held. 

Who  helped  the  Spanish 

TN  1936  when  Franco  rebelled  against 
-*-the  democratically  elected  People’s  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Spain,  the  Communist  Party 
was  the  first  to  aid  the  democrats. 

It  helped  organise  “  Aid  Spain  Com¬ 
mittees  ”  in  which,  despite  Transport 
House  threats,  some  local  Labour  Parties 
participated.  Workers  were  organised  to 
make  sorely  needed  supplies  after  working 
hours  and  collections  of  food  and  medi¬ 
cines  were  taken. 

With  active  support  of  the  Labour 
leaders,  the  National  Government  had 
enforced  a  policy  of  “  non-intervention  ” 
which  meant  a  virtual  blockade  of  the 
democrats  and  left  Franco  free  to  get 
lavish  supplies  from  Hitler  and  Mussolini. 

Hundreds  of  Communists  joined  the 
International  Brigade,  which  they  were  to 
the  fore  in  organising.  Only  when  rank 
and  file  pressure  became  overwhelming 
did  Mr.  Attlee  allow  his  name  to  be  given 


In  response  to  the  call  of  the  Communist 
Party,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Londoners 
gathered  in  the  Cable  Street  area  of  East 
London  and  stopped  the  Fascists,  who 
were  heavily  protected  by  police. 

Labour  leaders  told  the  people  to  laugh 
at  the  Fascists  and  they  would  collapse. 
Mr.  Herbert  Morrison  told  the  people  to 
ignore  the  call  for  October  4th  and  stay 
at  home.  It  was  the  response  gained  for 
the  Communist  call  for  united  action  which 
triumphed. 

People  against  Fascism  ? 

to  the  British  Battalion. 

And,  it  was  fourteen  months  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Franco  revolt,  that  the 
Labour  leaders  reluctantly  yielded  to  popu¬ 
lar  demand  and  half  heartedly  came  out 
against  “  Non-intervention.” 

War  was  brought  very  much  nearer  by 
the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  Republic  in  1938. 
Attempts  were  made  to  bring  all  anti-nazi 
forces  of  every  kin  together  to  stop  war. 

The  Tory  Government  headed  by 
Chamberlain,  had  supported  Hitler  be¬ 
cause  he  declared  he  was  fighting  com¬ 
munism.  When,  during  the  Munich 
period,  Mr.  William  Gallacher  was  the 
only  M.P.  to  protest  against  the  betrayal 
of  Czechoslovakia  to  Hitler,  actions  were 
conducted  throughout  the  country. 

Among  them  was  the  organisation  of 
protests  to  Parliament  and  to  Downing 
Street,  which  was  heavily  guarded  by 
police  and  barricaded. 


What  are  the  main  points  of  the  last  ten  years  ? 


TOURING  the  war,  communists  who  had 
■Splayed  a  leading  part  in  organising 
workers  into  trade  unions  and  getting  shop 
stewards  elected,  were  prominent  in  the 
drive  for  production.  The  shop  stewards 
and  the  trade  unions  gained  a  new  prestige, 
and  the  constructive  work  in  the  enter¬ 
prises  played  a  big  part  in  winning  the 
1945  election  for  Labour. 

Expressing  the  people’s  desire  to  finish 
the  war  quickly,  the  demand  for  the  speedy 
opening  of  a  Second  Front  was  made.  Huge 
mass  meetings  were  held,  and  the  pressure 
developed  against  the  Tory-Labour  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  war  years. 

In  1943,  another  application  for  affilia¬ 
tion  was  made  to  the  Labour  Party  and 
was  again  turned  down  while  another  made 
in  1946,  was  defeated,  the  rules  then  being 
changed  to  stop  further  applications. 

In  May  1945,  another  appeal  was  made 
to  the  Labour  Party  for  a  United  Cam¬ 
paign  against  the  Tories  for  a  government 


of  Labour  and  Communist  M.Ps.  It  was 
lost  by  a  narrow  majority  of  95,000  votes 
at  that  year’s  conference. 

Demonstrating  its  sincerity,  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  withdrew  most  of  its  candi¬ 
dates,  and  where  it  had  no  candidates, 
worked  for  the  election  of  the  Labour  man. 

When  it  became  clear  that  the  Labour 
Government  it  had  helped  to  get  elected 
was  following  the  Tory  policy  of  preparing 
for  war  against  the  Soviet  Union,  attempts 
to  work  together  with  the  peace  loving 
forces  were  made. 

“  United  action  now  can  bring  a  political 
transformation  in  Britain  that  will  lead  to 
a  Parliament  and  Government  which  can 
solve  Britain’s  problems  in  the  interests 
of  its  working  people,”  says  the  1950 
appeal. 

“  The  Communist  Party  pledges  itself 
to  work  with  any  member  and  section  of 
the  Labour  Movement  to  achieve  this 
aim.” 
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